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Synopsis

Riddles in Hinduism by B.R.AmbedkarA detailed in depth study of the contradictions in the Puranas
and the scriptures of Hinduism by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the father of Indian Constitution. His aim is to
show the contraditions within the mythologies and the utter lack of coherence in the scriptures of
Hinduism. The techniques of manipulative reinterpretation and circumlocution are used to confuse
common people and to establish what is otherwise totally illogical. Dr. Ambedkar believed that this
was with the ulterior motive of holding the masses under Brahminic domination. This book is in
public domain. However this is the first time this book is published in its entire form because of its

sensitivity.
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Customer Reviews

Dr. Ambedkar, the person who wrote The Indian Constitution. He was leading historian.

Ambedkar asks hundreds of pointed questions about Hinduism, and most of all, he digs into the
contradictions inherent in it.For example, Brahmins declared the Vedas to be infallible. Yet
Ambedkar points to clear evidence that they were not always considered infallible. He argues that

the declaration that "words are eternal therefore the Vedas are eternal...(and therefore) not made by



man or God" is absurd. Also, he points out that the Vedas, supposedly infallible, contain sorcery and
black magic.Th Upanishads contradict the Vedas, so Ambedkar says the Upanishads were made
inferior to the Vedas.Where did the vast panoply of Hindu gods come from? In his opinion, it is
because India "has been formed by the conglomeration many tribes" (p 80) each with its own
separate Gods, many of whom appear to be in direct conflict - sometimes in battles - with one
another.He points out that "Today human beings are not sacrificed to the Goddess Kali... But...there
is abundant evidence to show that human sacrifice like animal sacrifice was practiced as taught by
the Kali Purana" (p 127). Kali’s husband, Shiva, has bull sacrifices in the Ashvalayan
Grihya-Sutra..He asks, "Why have the Brahmins made the Hindu religion...so devoid of morality"
The Hindu religion is nothing but worshiping ...Gods and Goddesses...trees...and making offerings

to the Brahmins" (p 178). It is full of folk superstitions and magic cures.

The privileged Indian of high caste probably will not understand the plight of the “lower class’
throughout the history of India and the world. Dr Ambedkar (1891-1956) makes the point that the
messages in the Hindu scriptures were manipulated by greedy Hindus to secure a high position for
themselves and deny human rights to other humans by making them “untouchables’ and “low
castes’. Ambedkar himself came from the "untouchable class’ and had gone through tremendous
abuse in the hands of the "high class’. He felt that the’ untouchbles’ had no homeland because they

were abused in their own homeland.
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